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Queenster Nartey
Co-Founder, IINSPIRE LSAMP Alumni Committee, and 
Clinical Research Coordinator, The Feinberg School of 
Medicine, Northwestern University
The Scenic Route

Queenster Nartey, a Ghanaian American, holds a B.A. in 
Biological Chemistry from Grinnell College. At Grinnell, 
she conducted a Mentored Advanced Project with Dr. 
Shannon Hinsa-Leasure. Their work led to national 
recognition, conference awards, and her first journal article 
publication. After Grinnell, she was appointed as an Oak 
Ridge Institute of Science and Education (ORISE) Research 
Fellow at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
Queenster served as a Research Program Coordinator at 
the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine and is currently 
a Clinical Research Coordinator at the Robert H. Lurie 
Comprehensive Cancer Center of Northwestern University. 
In 2017, she co-founded the IINSPIRE LSAMP Alumni 
Committee (ILAC) with Paul Faronbi, which evolved into 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. In 2021, she co-founded 
STEMtelligent with Myra James. Their mission is to 
transparently share practical advice, experiences, difficulties, 
and triumphs in STEM to encourage and empower students 
to pivot, persevere, and prosper in STEM. Queenster is a 
pioneer, innovator, mentor, trailblazer, avid journaler, flight-
catcher, and does not shy away from bold, unique, and 
radical ideas. She intends to live a fruitful, flourishing, and 
fulfilling life and empowers others to do the same.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Beronda L. Montgomery
Vice President for Academic Affairs and
Dean at Grinnell College
Lessons from Plants: Insights for Human Thriving

Beronda L. Montgomery is Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean at Grinnell College. Beronda came to Grinnell after 18 
years on the faculty and more than 5 years as an administrator at 
Michigan State University. She is a scholar, writer, and science 
communicator with research interests in plant biochemistry, 
equitable mentoring, and progressive leadership. She recently won 
the 2022 Adolph E. Gude, Jr. Award for outstanding service to the 
science of plant biology for writing the book Lessons from Plants 
(Harvard University Press), among other plant-based writings.
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EXHIBITORS
NSF REU Computing for Health and Well-being,
University of Iowa

Bio Neos

Integrated DNA Technologies

Arconic

Iowa Lakeside Laboratory, Iowa Board of Regents

IINSPIRE LSAMP Program, Iowa State University

ILAC/NALA, LSAMP

Graduate College, Iowa State University

McNair Program, Iowa State University

ICRU, University of Iowa

Graduate Program, University of Iowa

Microbiology REU, University of Iowa

Biomedical Science Graduate Program, 
University of Iowa

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University of Iowa
PhD program in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

Experimental Therapeutics (PSET), University of Iowa

Health Services Research, University of Iowa

Computational Bioengineering REU Program,
University of Iowa
A 10-week summer undergraduate research experience 
that introduces students to fundamental concepts of 
computational bioengineering and how to apply those 
concepts to solve challenging biomedical problems.

Tippie College of Business PhD Programs, 
University of Iowa

Tippie College of Business Graduate Programs,
University of Iowa
The University of Iowa's Tippie College of Business has 
1 part-time MBA program, 2 full-time MS degrees, a part-
time Business Analytics MS degree, and several graduate 
certificates for working professionals

Department of Computer Science, University of Iowa
Computer Science Graduate Programs and Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Programs in Informatics

Department of Political Science, University of Iowa
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